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PlanPlan

Introduction and presentation of the territory

I. Melting of the glaciers and tourism TODAY :

1. An opportunity for the territory

2. A threat for the territory
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2. A threat for the territory

II.Melting glaciers and tourism , AND TOMORROW ?

1. What kind of tourists will still be able to come

2.What kind of tourists will still want to come

CONCLUSION



IntroductionIntroduction

Bordered by Switzerland and 

Italy

4 districts

217 km²217 km²

13 980 local residants

More than 80.000 touristbeds

More than  6 million overnight 

stays per year .
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Température moyenne annuelle à Chamonix 1934-2007
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+ 1,5°C in 80 years
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Average on 10 years

÷ 2 in 40 years

Total of fresh snow in Chamonix (1000 m)
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TODAY: an opportinity for the territoryTODAY: an opportinity for the territory

New toutistic offers
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General Glacier retraction
+

Deterioration of th Permafrost

TODAY : a THREAT for the TerritoryTODAY : a THREAT for the Territory
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= Auspicious Discharge release
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June 2005: 265 000 cubic meters of rock collapsed. The 
famous Bonatti Pillar disappeared
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Access to the Ice Cave Crédit photo: Luc Moreau
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Taconnaz Glacier
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Avalanche  march 1988Avalanche february 1999
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In 2100

+ 2°C in the world
+ 4°C in the Alps

And TOMORROW ?And TOMORROW ?
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The Sea of Ice in 100 years ? 
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1995 2100
Crédit photo: Alpes Magazine Crédit photo: Sylvain Coutterand
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Which tourists will be able to come ?

Tomorrow ?
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Source INSEE



It is necessary to develop the local transport syst em and 
soft displacements
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The need to develop a local touris
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The need to develop a responsable tourism

Which tourists would wish to come?
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The necessity to diversty our local economy. 
Actually, 93% of yhe local economy is based on 
tourism.

Keeping confidence in the future
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« I dont believe that the profession of mountain Guide is 
threatened. As long as there  are  mountains, with or without 
snow, the tourists will allways need to be accompanied, and 
we will allways need elevation » Jean Fabre, Préfet et guide



ConclusionConclusion

A new terrtorial vision has to be invented.

All the local acters have to work together. (Tourist professions, other 
professionals, local communities, population…)
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Territorial Climate PlanTerritorial Climate Plan

To adapt to the new climatic changes
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